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Where do organisms live?  
-habitat
Name the 5 aboitic factors we discussed in class:
-air, water, soil, temperature, and sunlight
What is the difference between an ecosystem, a community, a population and a habitat?
	-An ecosystem includes all the living (biotic) and nonliving (abiotic) things in a given area.  The community is all living things in the ecosystem.  The population is the members of a species within a community.  A habitat is where an organism  lives, which is a small part of the ecosystem. Ecosystem	community		population		habitat
 What abiotic factor affects the traits that desert animals have?
	-the hot, dry conditions
What do the abiotic factors of a tropical rainforest tell you about the plants that live there?
	-They need warm temperatures and lots of water   
What are the factors that limit the carrying capacity of a habitat?
	-food, water, space, and shelter
What causes overcrowding in a habitat?
	-when a population grows larger than the carrying capacity
When overcrowding occurs, what happens?
	-the food supplies can run out
What are the energy roles in an ecosystems?
-producers, consumers, decomposers	
Name the different kinds of consumers and what is the difference between them:
-herbivores, carnivores, omnivores, scavengers
What is the difference between primary consumers and secondary consumers?
Primary---animals that eat producers Secondary---animals that eat other animals
Why are both herbivores and carnivores often able to live in the same ecosystems?
	-Because the herbivores can eat the plants and the carnivores can eat the herbivores.  There is food for both kinds of consumers.
How are you part of the energy movements in a food chain?
	-When I eat food, I get energy from the food I eat.
Name an example of a food chain in an ecosystem where you live:
(Answers will vary)  Owl----snake----mouse-----grasshopper-----grass
What is the difference between a food web and food chain?
-A food web contains many different food chains.  A food chain only shows the movement of energy of one type of living thing.
What are the three different types of symbiosis and what is the difference?
Mutualism---both organisms benefit from the relationship
Parasitism---one organism is harmed while the other is helped or benefits
Commensalism---one organism is helped and the other is not affected at all
Name some slow changes in an environment:
-climate, continents changing position, seasons,  erosion
Name the fast changes in an environment:
	-natural events and fires
Name the changes caused by humans in an environment:
	-Plant crops, build dams to get energy, fish for food, clear forests to get construction materials, burn fuels, build homes, roads and buildings
How do swarms of locusts affect their environment?
	-They eat almost all the plant matter, affecting the animals that eat the plants.
What resources that animals need disappear in a forest fire?
	-shelter and food
What happens when an organism cannot compete successfully?
	-it may die or be forced to move away
How does a fire help a forest grow?
	-the fire clears out the forest floor, giving plants more living space and more sunlight
