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When and where did the story take place?


The story took place in Wilfrid Gordon McDonald Partridge’s home and at the “old people’s home” (which was located right next to his home).  Wilfrid also traveled to his hen house during the story, but most often he found himself at the old people’s home visiting with some of his favorite people.  Wilfrid was a small boy when this story took place.  

Pick one main character from your story and describe them in detail. What three character traits did he/she portray and give evidence from the text to support your answer.


Wilfrid Gordon McDonald Partridge was one main character in the story.  He was only described as a small boy in the story, but I would also describe him as curious, understanding, and compassionate as well.  Wilfrid lived next door to an old people’s home.  His parents were not discussed much in the story, but he seemed to have an enjoyable relationship with them.  Judging by the pictures that were illustrated in the book, I think Wilfrid was no older than eight years old.  He had bright red hair.  


I chose to describe Wilfrid as curious because he wanted to know about all of the old people that he went to visit.  He asked them questions, and he waited patiently for their answers.   Wilfrid was also a very understanding young boy.  He never got impatient with the elderly people.  Wilfrid listened very carefully to all of the conversations he had with his friends.            


I also described him as a compassionate person.  My grandpa was in a nursing home for a long time, and I know how lonely he would look sometimes when my family would go visit him.  I know people don’t always take the time to go visit the elderly.  I thought it was very noble of Wilfrid to take time out if his day just to go talk with these people that he called his friends.  Not everyone would do that, especially if the people in the home aren’t even related to you.   

What problems did the character have to solve and how was it solved?


One of the problems Wilfrid had in the story was understanding what a memory was.  One day Wilfrid heard his mother and father talking about Miss Nancy and how she had lost her memory.  He didn’t understand what they meant.  Wilfrid asked his parents what a memory was, but he was not satisfied with his father’s answer.  Wilfrid wanted to know more.  He went back to the old people’s home and asked the people who lived there what a memory was.  He asked each person individually, and they all gave him a different answer.  Wilfrid went home to look for memories for Miss Nancy because she had lost hers.  He brought his items back to Miss Nancy, and she started to remember!      

Explain in detail your favorite part and your least favorite part.


My favorite part of the book was at the end when Wilfrid brought back all of his memories for Miss Nancy, and she started to remember her own memories.  Miss Nancy started telling Wilfrid all of her stories from her past.  It just made me think of what a difference little Wilfrid made in her life.  I don’t think anyone else would have taken the time to get to know her like Wilfrid did.  It also showed me how one person, even a small child, can make such a huge difference in the world.  

Would you recommend this book to a friend? Explain your reasoning in detail.


I would definitely recommend this book to a friend.  I loved it!  I thought it had some great messages for children and adults.  It showed how to be a good friend and more specifically how to be a good friend to the elderly.  I think sometimes kids might get nervous going into a nursing home, but this book showed you how fun it could be to have a friendship with an elderly person.  I also think it would be a great book for adults because it could remind them to visit the elderly more often.  Some adults might think they are too busy, but this book might remind them how important it is to find time.       

How was the book an example of text-to-text, text-to-world, and text-to-self?


This book was an example of text-to-text because it is really similar to ____________.  This book was an example of text-to-world because __________________.  This book was an example of text-to-self because_____________________________________. 

7.      If you could ask any character in this book a question, who would you ask and what would you ask them? Why would you ask this character that question?



I would have more than one question to ask Wilfrid.  I would ask Wilfrid, “What made you want to go visit the old people’s home?  Did your parents go with you the first time?  Were you every scared or nervous?”  The reason I chose Wilfrid was because I thought I connected with him the most throughout the story.  Since my grandpa was in a nursing home, it brought back memories of some of the conversations I would have with him.  The first time I went into a nursing home, I remember feeling a little scared.  I wonder if Wilfrid felt the same way.    

8.      Summarize what happened in the beginning, the middle, and the end of the story in detail. This should be about one paragraph for each section of the book. 



Wilfrid Gordon McDonald Partridge was a little boy who liveed next door to an "old people’s home."  He was friends with all of the residents, but his favorite was Miss Nancy Alison Delacourt Cooper.  One day Wilfrid heard his parents talking about how Miss Nancy had lost her memory.  Wilfrid didn’t know what a memory was so he decided to ask everyone he knew.  When he was finished, he set out to find something to fit each of the explanations that he received.  When he gave them to Miss Nancy she got her memory back.

(YOUR SUMMARY WOULD NEED TO BE THREE FULL PARAGRAPHS…NOT JUST ONE!!!!  SINCE THIS WAS A SHORT BOOK, IT WOULD BE HARD TO CONTINUE THE SUMMARY WIHTOUT REWRITING THE WHOLE BOOK!)
9.      If you were asked to change the title of the book, what would you name it and why?



If I were asked to change the title of this book, I would change it to Miss Nancy Alison Delacourt.  I would choose this title because I thought Miss Nancy was a very important character in the book.  The whole book revolved around Miss Nancy getting her memory back.  Wilfrid helped her do this.  I thought Miss Nancy was just as important as Wilfrid in this story.   

10.  If you could be a character in this book, which character would you want to be and why?



I would want to be Wilfrid Gordon McDonald Partridge in this book.  I chose Wilfrid because I admire his character.  He acted with respect towards all of the adults in his life.  He seemed like a very happy, friendly, likeable person.  I would also love to be him because he got to help Miss Nancy with something that no one else could.  I bet that would be a great feeling!  

11.    If you were to add a chapter to this book, what would happen next?




If I were to add onto this book, I would make Miss Nancy live long enough to see Wilfrid get a little bit older.  I would add a part to the story that describes Wilfrid going to school.  I would have Wilfrid ask his teacher if his class would be able to take a field trip to the nursing home to visit the elderly.  Wilfrid would introduce all of his classmates to his friend Miss Nancy.  Miss Nancy would continue creating memories of her own.  

